Pulmonary artery pseudoaneurysm after radiofrequency ablation: report of two cases.
We report two cases of pulmonary arterial pseudoaneurysms (PAs) following percutaneous radiofrequency ablation (PRFA). The first patient was a 74-year-old Caucasian man who was treated for a secondary location of an advanced melanoma. A computed tomography scan at 72 h after the procedure, performed for basithoracic pain, hyperthermia and haemoptysis, revealed a 17-mm PA within the ablative zone. A lobectomy was performed. The second patient was an 80-year-old white man followed up for a right apical lung adenocarcinoma. Massive haemoptysis occurred 24 h after PRFA; emergent contrast-enhanced CT and pulmonary arteriography revealed a pulmonary artery PA (20 mm diameter), which was embolised with coils. The initial clinical course was satisfactory; however, 15 days after the procedure, the patient unfortunately presented a new massive haemoptysis and died a few hours later. The long ablation duration and the multiple repositioning of the electrodes might have been risk factors for this rare and potentially lethal complication.